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Creation of Identity 

 

Transcription of Interview with Martha Tango on October 12, 2019 

at her home in Bethesda, Maryland. 

 

 

AM: Anastasia Murray Interviewer 

MT: Martha Tango 

 

AM: Alright. So I just hit record. Today is Saturday, October 12th. And we are in Bethesda, 

Maryland. I am Anastasia, or Ani, Murray and I am interviewing Martha. 

MT: Yes, that’s right. I am Martha Tango.  

AM: Alright, so umm. To start off, our opening question is like why did you, why are you 

interested in doing this interview? You seemed so willing to participate. 

MT: Well, I, we met a couple weeks ago at a friend’s house, and you asked me if you could 

interview us for your studies, so I said why not? I can, uhh, participate. And I yeah. I’m 

interested, I am curious about this interview. And yes of course, why not? 

AM: Perfect! Thank you. Really appreciate it. Have you ever heard of oral history before? 

MT: Ummm… oral history? Maybe, yes. Umm. A little bit in my (pause to think) own country 

when my husband was doing his research for his PhD. He would interview local indigenous 

people in Bolivia and I think he also did this kind of interview and asked them about their, the 

history of the community and place where they lived. So I just heard about it, but I don’t know 

much about it, what it is. 

AM: Interesting. Awesome! So I’d like to start off asking a little bit about your childhood. So 

like where were you born? Where did you grow up? 

MT: I was born in Sucre, Bolivia. That’s the capital of the country, a small city. And I lived there 

all my childhood and youth I studied in a local school same school from kindergarten to senior 

year, and I went to the university also in my home city. And graduated, as a dentist, and in that 

university. Then yeah. I lived in Sucre until I was about 35 years. So yeah, many years I stayed 

in the same place. I only went on as an exchange student - I came to America in 1987 for one 

year, but otherwise I grew up and lived in Bolivia for a long time.  

AM: Awesome. You so mentioned that Sucre is a fairly small city… 

MT: Yes, it is, Yes. It is the capital, the official capital, but it is a small city, and the government 

works in a larger city, in a bigger city in Bolivia that is called La Paz. All the government is in 

La Paz, and the capital is Sucre, officially. But yeah. Since the government is in La Paz, there is 

not much going on in Sucre and it just remained as a small city. 



AM: Interesting. I’ve always wondered why the two capitals… I’m somewhat familiar with 

Bolivian history, we had an amity live with us who is from Bolivia, but I was wondering like 

why that was. 

MT: In the beginning of the 19th- in the end of the 19th century there was a civil war in the 

country, when they, people from La Paz wanted to take the government from Sucre to La Paz. 

Unfortunately, Sucre lost the civil war, and the gov’t moved to La Paz. I don’t know much of the 

reasons why they started this war. At that time they decided that two of the three parts of the 

government would go to La Paz and one would stay in Sucre. And it’s been like that until now. 

So the legislative, executive powers are in La Paz, and the judicial remains in Sucre. But, yeah. 

Then later has been - Sucre has tried to regain the capitality and they have tried to get the 

government to come back to Sucre, but it hasn’t been possible. It is a long time issue that still 

goes on but, I don’t think it will be easily changed. Its been like that for many years, and Sucre 

as now it is a small city doesn’t have the resources to hold the government back. So I think its 

probably going to stay in La Paz, for, probably forever. It is an issue that still has deep wounds in 

the Sucre, Sucre’s population. But I think it will be like that for a long time. 

AM: Thanks for sharing that! Do you think that has helped shaped the community that lives 

there? It is a pretty government related community, or is it fairly unrelated to the government 

work that happens there? You said it’s just the one branch, correct? 

MT: Yes, one branch. But what moves the economy in Sucre is not specifically- 

AM: The community 

MT: The community, yeah. It is not strongly related to the government or to the judicial power, 

but at least in the past it was more related to the University. There is a very, very important 

university in Sucre. But… and people used to come from other cities and from other towns to 

Sucre to study. And all the community and the economy would move around this big university. 

But that has changed also in the last, later years because ten-twenty years ago other cities have 

started to have private universities in each city. What Sucre used to be a city for students, young 

population was the largest in the city for a long time. But that has changed a lot and students 

have not come in to Sucre in the large numbers as they used to because they prefer to stay in 

their own cities and they find a place to study there. So it has changed. Also – indigenous people 

has moved from the country side to the cities. So that has changed the whole population. In the 

past, there used to be local people who knew each other by name from school we all knew each 

other, but now I go to Sucre and I see new people, new faces I don’t know who they are. Most of 

them, many of them are indigenous people living in the cities and the old traditional families 

because of the economy and some other reasons they have forced to move abroad or to the larger 

cities in Bolivia or abroad if it was possible. So yeah, the community has changed a lot. Its not 

what it used to be. And Sucre has grown also a lot. In the later years. So- things change in time. 

Its something different to what used to be when I was a child. 

AM: Definitely. Do you think the- you mentioned that it is less for students now, so do you feel 

like the population is older, or is it more people coming in from outside. Like the indigenous 

communities you mentioned? 



MT: Yes, I think now a days the university has a lot of indigenous young people. From the state 

of Sucre, but not people that used to come from other states to study in that university. So it is 

mostly locals. I would say that a high percentage of people of these students are indigenous 

origin. 

AM: Interesting. Ummm. Going a little bit back to your childhood, what was something that you 

really enjoyed growing up there. Like do you have a favorite memory? 

MT: Well my memories of my childhood are strongly related to my school. I never moved out of 

my city, and I grew up there and I went to the same school from beginning to end. I had really, 

really good friends of all our childhood. So everything goes around those school years. Those are 

my best years. My beautiful memories of friends, of activities, of my school years. Hobbies that 

we used to do together. We grew up together, we were teenagers together, we did crazy things. 

We had lots of fun! We did sports, went camping, had parties. With the same group of people 

and also we shared a lot with other student from different schools. And yeah! We were 

surrounded by people that knew each other in the small community. So I have very good 

memories of my childhood and my school years. I think, that brings me a lot of joy to think of 

the past. [giggle] Those were good years for me. And also the University. At that time when I 

was studying, that is in the 90s, there was still people coming from other states to Sucre. So it 

was interesting. It was a big change going from school, high school to the university because we 

were used to being with the same people for 12 years, or 13 years. We knew each other so well. 

Then we went to the university and we would meet people from everywhere. There are many 

regions in Bolivia where the culture can be different. The high mountains also the valleys and the 

tropical parts of the country. And people are different from everywhere. Also the social 

economic status can be different. University is public, but there could be rich people studying 

with in the same class with poor people. Indigenous and city people. So there was a mix, which 

was different to our private school that were more of less the same kind of families. Same social 

status. That was a big change, and we got to know different kind of people to what we were used 

to in school. That was interesting. To meet people, have new friends totally different to what we 

were used to. But still it was fun! I loved my career and enjoyed those years, and yeah. It was 

really, really nice, that time. 

AM: That’s amazing. I’m learning so much. I wanted to ask a follow up question about the 

regions in Bolivia. You that all are really different from each other, so like- I’m more curious if 

you could. Sorry, I’m trying to formulate the question. If you think it was cultural differences, or 

if it was what are those differences or how do they come about? Is it behavior or? It’s okay if you 

don’t know.  

MT: Oh- how can I explain this. Ummm. [Pauses to think] Yeah. The. Depending on where they 

come from, people have different personalities. Normally people from the cold areas like from 

the mountains, they have a different culture. They are not as open. They are not so 

communicative as the people from the tropical areas, where their life is probably maybe easier, 

happier. Weather is nice, they have enough sunlight, rain, while in the mountains it is cold, dry, 

and people need to work hard to get their food. For example, in the low areas, food grows by 

itself. So it’s a different life, and when they- they speak different languages also, they have 



different customs. So some groups are more friendly, some others are not. Also people who have 

money, a lot of money, is different from people who does not. But personalities can vary, ehh, 

and still! Still! They can make friends. They can become friends with each other. The thing is 

that, at that time, you don’t think much of deep issues. You just, you have less worries than as an 

adult, or as a parent. So its just a matter of having a good time. Having fun, and friends are there 

all around and yeah. I don’t think you worry much about serious stuff. So yeah, but. Then also, 

people get together like you choose without knowing, you choose people that are more similar to 

you. Probably people that have the same interests, have the same level of education, because 

education in the private school is different from a public school, especially in Bolivia. The 

difference can be very big. Its like you look for people that are similar to you. And those are the 

first friends that you make. And then in time you get to know other kind of people. You see that 

they are also fun, they are also interesting, and then you become friends. It is a matter of time 

and as a group you just get together and get along well. 

AM: Yeah. Your school before University, I can’t remember, did you say it was a public school 

or was it a private school? 

MT: Uhh no. I was in a private school. 

AM: Interesting. Ummm. [clears throat] Oh! I remembered! What type of region is Sucre in? 

MT: Sucre is, I told you that there are cities or communities that are towns that are in the 

mountains, and also other cities are in the tropical part-  

AM: Ahhh. So a little bit of everything 

MT: But! Sucre is like in the middle.  

AM: Okay! 

MT: So the tropical parts of the country can be very hot and humid, like tropic. The mountains 

are cold, dry, windy. But if you’re in the middle, you have perfect weather. So that’s Sucre. 

[laughs] Yeah, it’s just beautiful. We have short winter season, it gets cold but not that cold. 

Never goes below 32 Fahrenheit, but goes very near. So it’s cold. And in summer time, it’s hot. 

And it rains, and everybody everything grows. Plants, trees, flowers. But it doesn’t get too hot, 

like that you can not stay outside and you’re sweating and that it becomes uncomfortable. It’s 

like perfect. [laughs] 

AM: A little bit more moderate than here, it sounds like. 

MT: Oh yes. Yes. Its like the 70s 80s- I’m not really sure about the, because we use the Celsius 

degrees. But 100 I know is like really, really hot. Like you cannot stand to be outside, right? So 

90 is still hot. I think it would be around 80s 70s where it is really nice. Like today may be a bit 

warmer, during the day it gets warmer. So it’s really nice, and not too hot. 

AM: It sounds beautiful! 

MT: The winter is cold, but not too cold. 



AM: Yeah. 

MT: So yeah. We are in the middle of the altitude. In the mountains the altitude is really, really 

high, low lands are not that high. Sucre is high, comparing to Bethesda, for example. But not so 

high that you don’t have oxygen, and that you have problems breathing or things like that.  

AM: Interesting. Going back to your school, you mentioned it was a private school. Did that 

mean, was it a boarding school or did you go home every day, or? I’m curious about that 

situation. 

MT: Yeah. Ehhh. Its not a boarding school. We used to have classes, morning classes and 

afternoon. So I was fortunate to live in the center, city center. I would walk maybe 5 minutes, 

three four blocks to get to school, and five minutes to go home. And we go home to eat in the, at 

noon. So school ends, ended at 12, and it started in the afternoon at 2. You have two hours. We 

went home, we had lunch, we just took a break, rested for a while, and then we went back to 

school. And that would be every day. Almost every day you had school hours. Most of the days. 

Maybe not five days a week, but most of the days you did. And ummm. Yeah. In the morning we 

had school from 8 to 12. Afternoon from 2 to 5. And then we went home. And from Monday to 

Friday. Saturday and Sundays we had free. Were free. 

AM: Who did you live with at home? Was it your parents? Or grandparents? What was your 

family structure like? 

MT: Yeah. I lived with my parents. Dad and mom. And I had two older siblings. My brother and 

my sister. And we all went to the same school. So we were all, the three of us were in the same 

school for many, many years until my brother graduated and then my sister and I was the last 

one. I am the youngest. 

AM: Are you all close in age? 

MT: Yes! Yes. We are. One year apart. So it was really nice. We had, for example at school, my 

friends, my classmates, and we were friends with their classmates. We had childhood together, 

teenage years together. We started going to parties and we would be with their classmates and I 

would go to the same parties as my brother or my sister. We went to the disco, and we would go 

together. Just shared friends. And actually there had been couples from, like one of my 

classmates with one of my brother’s classmates. They were dating, and then they got married. 

But yes, yes we were very close as siblings, and we did lots of things. We went camping with the 

same school to the same places, and we were together in many activities.  

AM: Very cool. 

MT: It was fun. 

AM: This is going off in a different direction, but I’m curious where your siblings live now. 

MT: Both of them live in Bolivia. 

AM: Oh! Okay. Ummm. I’m also curious about your parents, and if you could tell me a little bit 

about them. Were they also born in Bolivia? Did they grow up in Sucre like you did? 



MT: Mmm. My dad was born in Sucre, and he grew up in Sucre, studied and he was a dentist. 

He’s retired now. In those years, the 70s, my father I think he was kind of a pioneer. He was one 

of the few persons from that small city, even smaller in those years, who came to America. For 

his, to specialize. He’s a dentist, he specialized in Pennsylvania. At that time, you know, 

communication was totally different. Flying from one country to another, even going out of the 

city or going out of the country was a big thing. Learning a different language it was something 

really new. He was brave, and he was really eager to see the world and to learn new things. So he 

was one of the few who left the country for a couple years, specialized and came back to work in 

Sucre. My mom, she was one of the persons at that time who came to Sucre to study. And she 

came from a small town or community in the country side, more or less, and she came to study to 

be a teacher. And then she met my dad, and they got married and she stayed. And she stayed 

there since then, until now. Both of them are still there. 

AM: Did your mom teach? 

MT: Yes. Yes. She taught home economics. Yeah. All her professional life in the same girl’s 

school until the last years, she changed to the, I don’t know how you call it in English. Its not the 

University exactly, but its for teachers study to be teachers. Students study to be teachers. In 

Spanish its “normal”, escuela normal. They study to be a teacher. So my mom, from that girl’s 

school where she worked she moved like upwards to that larger school, and she taught students 

to be teachers. And then she retired from that school. 

AM: So when- When you were coming home for lunch in the middle of the day, I’m curious 

who was at home, and then the larger question is getting at like, what the family dynamics were 

like at your house. Was there a fairly even- 

MT: Yeah. That was- as my mom had this, I would say, easy work, home economics is not like 

really, really stressing profession. She worked only half time, only in the afternoon. So she was 

home every morning. She would get us ready for school and then she went to grocery shopping 

and she cooked and she waited for us to come from school. But we also had a maid. People have 

maids at home, and at some point we had even two maids. I don’t know, was it even necessary? 

We used to have a maid who would cook, clean, and do things around the house. And mom was 

there for helping and organizing everything. So yeah, we came home, food was ready, it was 

nice, we were hungry, we had a good meal, and a couple of minutes to just relax, take it easy, 

and then in the afternoon my mom was in a hurry and she was going to work and came back at 

six in the afternoon. Yeah, I think it was really, really easy for her to take care of the house, and 

the children and to work. I think it was an easy life, not too stressing, not too hard, and then she 

had a salary and she had some money for herself, for the children. Yeah. My dad was a dentist, 

and he worked in his private office and also taught at the university. So my dad was working all 

day. Morning and afternoon until eight in the evening in his own office. He made, he did very 

long hours. And yeah. But since we had a maid and my mom, he would have breakfast ready in 

the morning, lunch ready at noon, and dinner ready in the afternoon. He didn’t need to worry 

about these things. But yeah, he worked hard and was a good professional.  

AM: I can’t imagine working those two things. Was that typical of people at the time? 



MT: I suppose yes. Yeah. I think it’s pretty much the same, even now. Because in the university 

he had office hours, and if he had his own patients, he had to take them at noon, maybe one hour 

or two and then in the afternoon, after six, he kept his office open until 8-8:30. Yeah, he did long 

hours. Private business plus this public university. 

AM: Interesting! I’m also curious what, a little bit about what your relationship was like with 

your parents growing up. You mentioned doing a lot of camping, I’m curious if that was with 

your parents, or was that with your friends? 

MT: Friends! (cheerful) and school. Friends from school my. With my parents we had a good 

relationship. My dad was very active, he liked the outdoors. He used to take us on campings as 

well. We would travel by car to out of the city, stay for a couple of days, had some short 

vacations with him. My mom would come along and my dad would like to do sports also. He 

would take us to play basketball, we used to swim a lot. We were a part of the swim team for 

three years. My brother and sister and I, and then my dad later started playing tennis. He was 

very disciplined as a player and he liked to do sports a lot, he was very active. And mom was a 

typical mom. (laughs) She was always with us and followed us, followed my dad to everything, 

everywhere he wanted to take us for vacation and things. 

AM: Sounds like fun! 

MT: Typical childhood happy childhood, and yeah. It was really nice. 

AM: I think I have like one more question relating to your childhood before we move on a little 

bit. I’m curious if you keep in touch with any of your friends from back home. It sounds like you 

go back fairly frequently. 

MT: Mhmm. Oh yes, definitely. Definitely. Now a days we have a What’s-app group of my 

class. I would say that’s the closest group of friends that I have until now. I feel that it’s the same 

for all of them. Then I have my family group and other groups, but this groups is the specially – 

every time I have something to share I will share with them. And they share their things with us, 

too. That group is very important for us, as we are growing older. Every time we go to Sucre, we 

get together, we meet each other, and yeah. They are special group of friends. Like friends 

forever. Since we were little, we know each other for so many years! And that friendship never 

ends, and is very special. So yes, we definitely keep in touch with them always, I mean with each 

other always and it will be like that, I think, until the end. 

AM: That’s beautiful. 

MT: It is. 

AM: So the next section that I would like to talk about is your work experience. We already 

talked about where you went to school and university. Could you give me the name of that 

University? Just so I have it! 

MT: San Francisco Xavier (spells out) x-a-v-i-e-r 

AM: Awesome, thank you! My friend’s son’s middle name is Xavier with an x! 



MT: With an x, yes. San Francisco Xavier and in Sucre, Bolivia.  

AM: So when you went to University, were you studying dentistry? 

MT: Yes. I studied dentistry for five years in that University. 

AM: Wow! That’s a long program! It makes sense, though.  

MT: For five years, and then one year to do my thesis in order to graduate. 

AM: Can I ask what your thesis was on? 

MT: It was on periodontics. The gum disease. 

AM: I never knew that was part of becoming a dentist! 

MT: It is! 

AM: Awesome. So then you. How long did you practice dentistry in Bolivia? 

MT: In Bolivia I started practicing in 1999, for five years. I had my private practice, as my dad 

did. So yeah, five years and then I had to stop because we moved to Finland. 

AM: There’s so many different questions I could ask right now. We’ll definitely want to talk 

about moving to Finland, but I think I’ll wait a little bit for that. But I’m curious if you worked in 

other countries. What other work you have done, besides dentistry. 

MT: In Bolivia? 

AM: Or in Finland as well 

MT: In Finland, yeah. Now in Bolivia while I was, because I had been in America and I learned 

English, when I was studying - I used to work as a tour guide in English and also I taught 

English in a language institute to children, mostly. Then I studied one year to be an 

administrative assistant. I worked as an administrative assistant for a short time. And also during 

my studies I was a professor assistant for three years. I would be the assistant in the subject of 

physiology, human physiology. I was a professor assistant and I did that two hours a day for five 

days a week and I got a salary from the University. 

AM: Well that’s perfect! 

MT: Yeah! It was. It’s a system that you have. You can- There is a selection process, like you 

take exams and you do dissertation, something like that, and then you can be chosen to be their 

assistant for a year. And you have to do it again every year if you are interested in, so I did it for 

three years. Those were very, I was very active at that time because I would study dentistry, I 

would work as an assistant, I would teach in the afternoon, English, and then on weekends I 

guided tourists. (unintelligible energetic exchange) I was young! I had energy! I don’t know how 

I managed! I did that and sometimes I partied in the afternoon evening. But yeah, it was possible 

and I did it!  



AM: That’s amazing. You mentioned teaching English, and I’m curious when you learned 

English. 

MT: I learned English in America when I came as an exchange student in 1987.  

AM: Did you know any before you came? 

MT: Maybe a little bit, not much. Very, very little. 

AM: That’s quite brave of you! 

MT: Yeah, my sister came to America also, the year before. And she lived in Ohio, so I came in 

the following year and I was in Pennsylvania and I learned English. And yeah, there was this 

language institute that needed teachers. I applied and I was selected, so I had some hours – two 

three hours – every evening from six to nine. And I did that. That was fun. 

AM: That’s very cool! So now, moving to a different path. 

MT: Okay, can we take a break? 

AM: Oh sure! 

MT: I would like to bring the  

AM: Oh the ice cream. Of course! It’s a good moment. 

MT: Would you like some more? 

AM: Sure! Why not? It’s so good. 

MT: I hope it hasn’t melted very badly. Is that? 

AM: That’s good for me. 

(quiet background noise from 39:40 – 40:40 while Martha puts ice cream away in the kitchen, 

occasional coughs from interviewer) 

MT: Alright 

AM: Alright. So now I want to ask a little bit about your relationship with your husband. I think 

you mentioned that you met in Bolivia, so I’m curious how did you two meet? 

MT: Ummm. He was doing his research for his PhD at that time, so we had the same, we shared 

friends, we had the same friends, but we weren’t friends with each other yet. So we went to a 

party of one of our friends, and we met there at the party. 

AM: Very cool! Do you know what year that was? 

MT: It must have been 1995. 

AM: How long between meeting and getting married was there? 

MT: Four years. We dated for four years. 



AM: What is his PhD in? 

MT: He is in anthropology. 

AM: Oh very cool! Had you dated from other cultures or nationalities before? 

MT: Yes, I had. (said a little more quiet, almost like a coy secret) (interviewer and narrator laugh 

together) Yes, I have. Yeah, actually my first, very first boyfriend was an exchange student from 

the States, from America, who was in Sucre, in our school.  

AM: It seems like Sucre is such an international place, almost! 

MT: Yeah, as I told you it’s a small city, but I always wonder how people can be so happy to 

have so much happiness there. It’s a small town, but there are lots of tourists. It’s a city that has a 

lot of culture, because of this university and the government thing, and everything. So lots of 

tourists visit Sucre. More in the past, now a days the tourism has gone down a little bit because 

of some changes that have been in the country. So there are tourists always, from everywhere in 

the world. I was a tour guide, with people from Europe, from America, from Japan, Asia, and 

other parts of the world. At that time there was this exchange programs that were very popular 

AFS, Rotary, and students would go abroad with those programs and foreign students would 

come to Sucre to stay for one year or half a year. Some of them came to our school or other 

schools in town, and that’s how we met people from out of our country. And also, Antero my 

husband, had been an exchange student before, a couple of years before. He lived in a family I 

used to know, that was known to me. So his host sister was my age, and I knew her from my 

childhood, from the times that I used to swim in this swim team. I knew her from that time, and 

later as teenagers, as youngsters he came to that family. So I knew them, I knew about him, I saw 

him on the street, but we weren’t friends. We hadn’t met. Then his exchange year finished, he 

went back to his country, and later he came to do his research, because he knew Sucre, he knew 

people already and he liked it and he wanted to come back. So that’s where we met, actually. But 

I knew him from before. 

AM: Its such a small world, isn’t it? 

MT: Yes! It is incredible, unbelievable. 

AM: I’m curious what your most spoken language is, because earlier when you were on the 

phone you were speaking Spanish. What do you normally speak to each other? 

MT: We, of course, I speak mostly Spanish. Spanish is how I feel comfortable speaking. Then I 

lived in Finland for eleven years, and I speak Finnish. I Finland I speak Finnish, and English 

here, now. Of course my mother tongue is the main language that I feel more comfortable 

speaking. Finnish is a very difficult language. So if I could choose whether to speak Finnish or 

English with someone, I would prefer to speak English. Finnish is still, after eleven years, is a 

difficult language. I probably would not do this interview in Finnish, it would demand a lot of 

effort. And probably I wouldn’t be able to communicate my ideas correctly, or as I would like in 

Finnish. (change in energy, a little more up beat follows) But yes, I speak Finnish, probably lots 

of mistakes, but I make myself understood. At home we speak with the children, with the kids 



we speak Finnish or they speak mostly with my husband Finnish, and I understand everything. 

The difficult part is speaking. But yeah, we use three languages indifferently. Of course, I prefer 

to speak Spanish. 

AM: Sure. So you have the twins, and your older daughter, and then you have a son as well? 

MT: Yes. We have four children. 

AM: And where were they all born? 

MT: Two of them, the two older ones were born in Sucre, and the twins in Finland, in Helsinki.  

AM: That’s so cool! So you and your husband met 1995 you said, and you got married four 

years later. 

MT: Yes, in 98 

AM: And then did you get married in Bolivia, or? 

MT: Yes, we got married in Bolivia. His dad, who is a priest, Lutheran priest, he held the 

wedding for us. He came to Bolivia for the wedding and he held the wedding.  

AM: Speaking of parents, I’m curious what your parents thought of your relationship. Was there 

any tension or? 

MT: Mmmm- Well. Life had changed by that time. So that my parents got divorced when I was 

about 20 years old, or 22. Because they had been married about 25 years when they got divorced, 

unfortunately. And they were of course living apart, my dad wasn’t very close to us at that time 

after the divorce and those problems. And then my mom was moving to another city. So, at that 

time I was studying dentistry, I was starting my career, my studies, and my older sister and 

brother were in Brazil studying their own professions. I used to live alone with my mom, and 

then I met Antero, we fell in love, deeply, and I was already 25, he was 28, and- I was not 

starting to study, I was about to finish my studies. So I was an adult, I was mature. I had had 

relationships previously, but nothing serious. We felt like this time was more serious, with 

Antero. So my mom was moving to another city, where my sister who had finished studying, 

came back from Brazil, and she opened her business in that city. And my mom was going to 

support her, to keep her company and to help her with that business. My brother also came back 

from Brazil, he was an architect and he moved to that city. The economy is better in that city, 

Sucre is very small economy is too, so it was a good prospect for them to start their life there. 

That’s why my mom decided to move. And I was in Sucre still studying, and I was dating 

Antero! Our house remained with my dad, and my mom left the house. But we had another small 

house, so she left me in that house. Officially. But in practice I moved in with Antero, which was 

very, very rare for us at that time. It was like a shock for my mom, she wouldn’t accept she 

wouldn’t be happy with that idea, but she knew that there was no option, also. And you know, in 

a small society, the principles are very rigorous and like old times. It wouldn’t look good for me 

to move in with my husband – with my boyfriend, without being married. So she didn’t like it, 

but there wasn’t much she could do about it. So she left me, officially, in my own small house. 

But she knew, and she accepted that I would go to live with my husband. It was a big risk, and I 



was very brave to do it. But I was determined! (change in voice, a little more proud and cheerful) 

I was in love, and I knew that he was the person, he was the one. So I went ahead and I moved in 

with him, and we started up our life together. But it was like a very hard piece to swallow for my 

mom. It was something that doesn’t happen very often. We were determined and we did it. 

AM: And it worked out! 

MT: It worked out! Yes, yes! I’m glad it did because it would have been very shameful for her if 

it didn’t work out. 

AM: So was that sort of the risk that you mentioned? 

MT: Yeah. I don’t know if you understand what I mean. For her and the society, her friends, it 

was something they would talk about. 

AM: Sure. 

MT: And it would be something that made her feel like a bit ashamed of what I was doing. Then 

if it didn’t work out, they would talk more! About me, and yeah. Those old-time beliefs and 

principles that people had. But! Life was changing, people were opening up a little bit more, so. 

And I was already getting a profession, and he was also. He had already a profession and he was 

doing his research. He was moving on in life, and we said yeah why not?! Let’s try and see what 

comes up. How it turns out. Yeah, we took the decision together, and we don’t regret at all. 

AM: So you mentioned Antero’s dad is a Lutheran priest, is your family religious as well? 

MT: Yeah, we were, we are Catholic. My dad and mom were more religious, but not really 

strongly. We went to mass every Sunday, and since we were little. Always! Always. My dad 

would wake us up on Sundays at 7am to go to mass so that we would be free the rest of the 

weekend and we could do something else. And it was so hard for us, as young children, on the 

weekend, to wake up at 7 and go to mass. (change in tone to emphasize the struggle she felt as a 

child, slows down pace and emphasizes each word) So I grew up hating church and mass, and 

then when I grew up I decided that when I can decide for myself about this religion I will not go 

to mass any more. (pounds fist three time) So I decided when I was able to make my decision I 

decided not to go to church anymore. For my family I am still Catholic, but I don’t practice 

religion at all. And same for my husband. I don’t know if he’d had special reason like I have, but 

we don’t attend mass in Lutheran or Catholic church. Our children, the older ones, are baptized 

in Lutheran church, and the younger, the twins, are Catholic. So we have two and two. But then 

its up to them to decide whether they want to practice religion and attend mass and those things, 

OR if they prefer not to they are free. So we are more flexible, more open on that topic than our 

parents were with us. It’s a bit different. 

AM: I think that it seems to be a trend now a days. 

MT: Probably. Though I see a lot of people coming out of church on Sunday, so I don’t know if 

people still go to mass. I haven’t been to mass, attended mass, for many, many years. Not here, 

not in Finland, not in Bolivia. My dad still goes to church, and he says that the churches are still 

full of people on Sundays. So there might still be people that still practice religion in that old 



way that we use to. But I don’t attend mass and I don’t practice. We don’t profess religion, and 

we don’t teach our children. We teach them more principles - how to be a good person how to be 

a good citizen, how to treat others with good principles, other than with religion principles. 

AM: Do you think your- how do you think your parents feel about not taking your children to 

church? 

MT: I don’t think they mind. They are open to that. They are not fanatic about religion. They 

taught us and they did as they thought was good for us, but then they. I don’t think it’s a problem 

for them are baptized in other religion or that they don’t attend mass. No, its not a problem for 

them. 

AM: [pause while narrator chooses next question] I’m just looking- Okay. I’m curious to know 

more about your wedding day! You said that you got married in 99, is that correct? 

MT: 98. 

AM: In Bolivia, was it a big wedding? 

MT: Yeah. It was a big wedding. We had lots of guests that came from abroad. Of course my 

husband’s family, and his parents, and his three brothers with their wives and their children. His 

boss came from Italy, to the wedding, and also my exchange family from the States came. 

Family in Bolivia, and friends. It was not a huge wedding, but it was a big wedding. What was, 

to me, new was that as a Catholic I always dreamed of getting married in a church, in a Catholic 

church. But that didn’t happen because Lutherans. Well, in our case, his dad held the ceremony 

in a house. We rented, there is this beautiful house with a beautiful hall where we could have the 

ceremony and then they had this patio and halls where we held the party. So yeah, we prepared 

some type of altar, the table, and some decorations and then mass, the ceremony was held in that 

house, in a room. In like a large hall. But not in the church. Not in a Catholic church like I 

always thought I would get married. Like all my friends did, and everybody did at that time. So 

that was different. But otherwise, ceremony in Lutheran religion is really very similar to 

Catholic. So I knew most the same things, prayers and bible readings. Exactly the same way. 

Almost exactly the same way. And then after the ceremony we had a nice party – food and drink 

and lots of friends. It was a happy moment, a happy day. It was beautiful. 

AM: That’s awesome. So then you said your first two were born in Bolivia, so after getting 

married how long did you stay in Bolivia? 

MT: After getting married we stayed five to six years before we moved away. And I started my 

private office, my dental office, right away. In the beginning of my work Laura was born. A year 

after, yeah, a year after we were married Laura was born. And then a year after, Nikolas came. 

So it was a bit complicated, difficult for me to be starting a business and also starting to be a 

mom. Taking care of the children – we also had a maid. We had maids. But Antero was working 

at that time, and his work required him to travel a lot, so he would be away a lot. Many days, 

weeks sometimes, and I would be at home with the children trying to keep my office open for the 

public, and then the children- I had my office in the same house. That was very good. So I was in 

the house, in my office, and the kids – the babies – inside, and then I had the maid helping, but- 



sometimes the maid - they are very informal. They quit. Or they just don’t show up. And that 

was awful (change in voice, a little pained) because I had to close the office and stay inside with 

the kids. Then I was anxious for being able to be in the office, because if the office is closed, you 

don’t have clients. Or you have clients, but you have to cancel them because you were home 

with the kids. Those were difficult times. But somehow I managed to keep the office and the kids 

were growing up. I did that for five, almost six years. Until Antero got this job offer and we 

decided to go to Finland. 

AM: That’s amazing! You’re a busy lady. 

MT: Yes. I was busy at that time. 

AM: So then, in what year did you move to Finland? 

MT: Err, sorry? 

AM: In what year did you move to Finland? 

MT: We moved to Finland in 2004. Laura was 4 years old, and Nikolas was 2. 

AM: Okay. And then when you moved to Finland did you work there? 

MT: Yes! I was also very lucky to come to Finland- How was it? Yeah. We went not to Helsinki, 

the capital, we moved to another city nearby. Two hours from Helsinki, and right in the 

beginning, as I was used to working and doing things, right at the beginning we went to an office 

to ask about my possibilities to work. I had a profession, I was young, I was ready and willing to 

practice. So there was a program – I was lucky! I was really lucky to come at the right time. 

There was a program that was going to start in Autumn, it was April/May when I arrived, that 

was meant for foreign dentists in order to train them to be able to get the license and be able to 

work. So I was a bit late. The due date had been already over, but they saw me as an interesting 

candidate. So they made an exception and they let me apply. Then they interviewed me – that 

interview was held in English. I didn’t speak Finnish at that time, at all. I went straight to 

summer school to learn Finnish, so I was very active on that also. So they interviewed me and 

they accepted me. So I was maybe from May to September, four-five months, and I was starting 

my studies already in September. Wow. I was ready for anything and very happy to be able to 

join the program. I did that program for one year and I was together with, we were a group of 15 

for the foreign dentist. Many of them had been many years in Finland without being able to 

work, to practice their profession officially or legally, so there was a guy who had been nine 

years in Finland but not working. Three years, five years. Different periods of time. Different 

nationalities. Half of the group were Russians, and the other half were from everywhere else. So 

there was a Japanese, Mongolian, Turkish, Lebanon, Estonia, and Bolivia. It was fun. It was a 

really great time to be able to meet those professionals from everywhere and we all studied in 

Finnish. So that was a strong hit to me because the language is really, really bareer (???) So I 

was studying Finnish and I did the whole program right away, but I had one thing in my favor. I 

had practiced until a couple of months before, so I was really skilled – I was really good in my 

working skills, while they who had time to learn the language or they were still learning Finnish 

– it can take you years to learn Finnish – but they hadn’t practiced for a long time. So I had that 



in my favor. I did the program very, very fast. I had to learn really fast because all the exams and 

oral and written exams were in Finnish. I managed to pass all those exams in one year. In May I 

was finished in the program, and that program included Finnish language. So people who had 

been many years, and spoke fluent Finnish – good or bad, in different levels – they would do 

Finnish language according to their level. Some of them started in the middle or in the upper 

level, I started from zero. Also, some of the student had taken some of the exams. You can do it 

in the university. You study and you take exams. So they had already passed some exams like 

periodontics, endodontics, so they didn’t need to do the whole package. But I had to do the 

whole package! (Slight change in tone, a little more proud) I hadn’t passed any exams 

previously, so I had to do all 13 subjects, plus all the language from zero to advanced to be able 

to pass the exam that is required to be able to work. So I was the one student who was doing the 

whole thing, intensive course in one year. And I did it! (More enthusiastic, very proud of her 

accomplishment) I did it. I don’t know how I did it, but yes. I did it. I started in September and I 

was finishing in May. And I even passed the Finnish language exam with the lowest grade 

possible to pass the exam. But I passed. In the first try! That is something that you do once in 

your life, you cannot do that many times. But yes, I was really, really lucky and I was really hard 

worker, I guess, to be able to do that. And I had two kids at home and everything was new. So 

yeah, that was my first year in Finland. 

AM: Wow. What did your home life look like at that point? Did you have someone else at home 

helping you? Or was it just you and Antero? 

MT: No. Antero – he traveled also in Finland for those years. He used to travel a lot, I was with 

the kids. I studied all day and they were in daycare, both of them. So I would wake up really, 

take them to day care, I went to school, came back in the afternoon, picked them up, went home, 

and I cooked. Everything was new. Everything was new. Even supermarkets. In Bolivia we had 

different, open markets. Farmers markets, mostly. But this was different, and everything is 

alphabetized. You don’t need to speak to people. You deal with the machine, you don’t use paper 

money, you just use the card. Those little things that for people, for everyone is normal, for me 

was new. I didn’t know how to do that. I didn’t know how to deal. Then the first year I studied a 

lot and took care of the kids. I didn’t really know life in Finland. When I finished the university, 

the studies in May, I took a vacation. We went to Bolivia for our first vacation. I wanted to buy 

things, souvenirs or presents for them. That was basically the first time I was actually going 

shopping! I hadn’t really seen much because I was home studying, and I hadn’t met many people 

other than my classmates. I hadn’t really gone clothes shopping. I did some, to some extent with 

Antero. He would translate, he would speak. But yes, I realized that one year and I don’t know 

where can I buy presents to bring. What can I bring? After May I was just going out and seeing 

things that in one whole year I hadn’t seen much. That was fun. Interesting. Then I went to 

Bolivia for vacation and we stayed for two months with my family and came back to Finland. 

AM: Awesome. So then, I think you mentioned you were in Finland for 11 years. 

MT: No, Yes. Antero, yes. 

AM: And then after that did you move to the US? 



MT: To here, yes. 

AM: Okay. So that would have been 2015? 

MT: 15. Mhmm. 

AM: And then you moved here to Bethesda? 

MT: Ehhh, yes. Yes. And we moved here to Bethesda, and we lived across from Brian. (giggles) 

On Cromwell. 

AM: Amazing. So what brought you two to the United States? 

MT: My husband got posted to the Inter-American Development Bank. Inter-American 

Development Bank 

AM: Ahh, okay. 

MT: Yeah. So he had a job in the bank, and we moved with the family. 

AM: Okay. And then when you first lived here, where you working here? 

MT: No, as a dentist, no. It’s not easy to get the license to work as a dentist. The requirements 

are very high, and because we were temporarily here why go through all that trouble? And plus, 

it costs a lot. I need to study, study physically the last two years of school. So I would need to 

move somewhere to go to the University, at least to Baltimore where the dental school is. So it 

would have been really difficult with the kids and family. And we were only supposed to be 

three years here, so I decided not to even try. Yeah.  

AM: Were you here only for three years? 

MT: In the beginning for three years. That was his first contract. And then he got another 

contract for two years. So we’re going to be in total five years. But in that time, in the first three 

years, I had a license, I had permission from my job in Finland for three years – that’s the limit, 

the longest period you can have permission. I didn’t have a salary, of course, but I kept my work 

place. That was really convenient because we were going to go back, and I would go back to my 

old work, and Antero would do the same. But also, since I was still related to my work place, I 

had the opportunity to go every year to work like for summer time. And I went to Finland on two 

occasions for three months, and I worked. I went to my work place, and I worked for three 

months and came back. That was really, really good, to be able to do that. One time I went in 

springtime and part of summer, and the other year we went for summer vacation with the family, 

and I worked at the same time. 

AM: Very fun! I forgot to ask what year the twins were born! 

MT: They were born in 2009.  

AM: Could you remind me of their names? 

MT: Elina E-L-I-N-A. And Isabella. 



AM: And how do you spell Nikolas? 

MT: Nikolas? N-I-K-O-L-A-S.  

AM: Thank you. So I would like to- talk a little bit more on what it was like moving to the 

United States. And how that’s been different from moving to Finland, or maybe its been very 

similar for you. 

MT: No, it was different. It was different in good ways, and a bit difficult as well. So we moved 

in 2015, Antero and the kids came to America first, and I came two weeks after. I had to rent the 

house, put our things away and everything. So they came first and I came two weeks later. We 

had, at that time, two teenagers and two six year olds, Antero had a new job, and I had to stay at 

home. So it was a big, big change. At first I had to learn how to do things, again! (emphasizes 

again, giggles) here. And to run the house, make sure that kids had everything for school, get 

them ready to ride the bus to school. That was something new for us. And then I stayed home, 

and I was not used to that. I was used to working full time, always. And having something to do, 

like my own thing, and my responsibilities. I would be tired every day after work, but here I 

didn’t need to work, and I stayed home with Topi [the family dog]. That was a change. Really 

something different. Change, changes are always hard, especially for our family because for 

teenagers, they were used to their old friends, people from- 

(Interview interrupted by interviewer having a coughing fit) 

MT: Do you still have tea? (coughing continues) 

AM: Excuse me. 

MT: Do you need water or something? (coughing continues) Is it allergies or something? 

AM: No, I just have a cough. (coughing continues) 

MT: Take it easy, don’t worry. Would you like some water or juice? 

AM: I have some tea left. (coughing continues) I learned this trick that if you put your hands up 

it helps. 

MT: Cough if you need to! Deep breaths. That helps. I know it’s really annoying when 

something gets in your throat and you just need to cough. (coughing continues) 

AM: Pardon me. I think I swallowed wrong.  

MT: But its not Topi, or allergies to dogs or dust?  

AM: It was so sudden! (tries to continue the interview) 

MT: Take it easy! Tell me if you need something or if I can help you in any way- Maybe I 

should open the window. (window squeaks open in background) (17:45) Some fresh air! 

AM: Okay. (clears throat) 

MT: Topi has his little treats- 



AM: So we were talking about how your daily life changed so much. 

MT: Ah, yes. It changed a lot moving here. But I was really busy because I had to coordinate lots 

of things. In the beginning we had three schools. Laura was in high school, Nikolas in middle 

school, and the kids they were starting first grade. They were starting school. So yeah, I had a lot 

to take care of. A lot of things to look after and Antero worked full time. And yeah. A funny 

thing – in Finland, kids start school when they are 7 years old, and here they start when they are 

six, right? So if we had stayed in Finland, they would have had to do the kindergarten. 

Kindergarten that prepares them for school. But we moved here and they didn’t do the 

kindergarten. So they went, they started school without the year they needed to be prepared for 

school. They went straight to first grade. And plus, they didn’t know the language even!  

AM: When did all of your children learn English? 

MT: Here! Ehh, no no no. Laura started in an international school in Finland, in English, so she 

knew English. Nikolas studied in the same school, but in that school, they have three types of 

education. In English, in Finnish, and 50/50. So Nikolas did all of first grade in Finnish. For 

some reason, some things happened that he couldn’t do it in English. So he started in Finnish all 

of elementary school. Then in middle school, in Finland, in Finnish system, he did one year of 

middle school before we moved here, and that middle school year he did in 50/50. So he knew 

some English. Not perfect, but some English. But the twins didn’t know English at all. So 

Nikolas went to Pile for one year, and he started, he learned the language better in school. Laura 

spoke English since, from before, so she didn’t have much problem. But they left all their 

friends, all their life behind, and they had to face a new life here. New friends, new people, new 

school system. What was bit shocking for some of them. For each one of them in different ways. 

Because the twins they, they just started school without being ready to that. Without having been 

prepared to that. And without the understanding of the language. Luckily they were two, and 

they were together, but here they funny thing is also that twins in this school are separated. 

They’re not allowed to be in the same class, which was shocking to us, because in Finland they 

had been in daycare, and they would have been in the same class even in school, in elementary 

school. But that was good, also. It was good for them. And they would learn English faster by 

being separated. So that was good. And school is wonderful. They loved it since the beginning. 

People were so friendly – kids, moms, neighbors. Oh my god. It was so different than Finland. 

Really, really, really different. After a while we started to get to know our environment and we 

all liked it. A lot. We liked being here, we liked the schools. We didn’t get much involved with 

the high school or middle school, but we were more involved with the elementary school because 

of the twins. It was really, really nice. I felt good here, since the beginning. Finland is a bit 

different. People are not so open, not so welcoming, and not too friendly. So you can just live 

without having anything to see with the neighbors or people from different schools if you don’t 

want to. But if you want, they are friendly and they are nice, of course. But here it was really a 

positive impression that we had since the beginning because people are really, really nice. We 

felt like they took us with open hands, which made things much easier for everyone. For me as a 

mom, and for the kids at school. And the twins liked going to school every day and seeing their 

friends. They would come home in the afternoon feeling happy, and they were able to express 



themselves, and make noise and laugh. That was nice. That was a really nice period. The first 

year was difficult in some ways. But then the second year was easier. And everybody was happy. 

We had a nice time, a good time. And I was able to go to Finland every now and then, work for a 

couple of months and come back. That kept me, also, happy. For being able to do that. I was not 

disconnected from my work and profession for a really long time. It was good that I was able to 

do that. Another thing is that we were closer to Bolivia from here than from Finland. Like half 

the distance and time! So I was able to go more often to Bolivia as well, since I wasn’t working I 

could take one month vacation, for example. (Enthusiasm builds) Two months, or three months 

if I wanted to! And that made me happy, too. 

AM: Did you bring the kids with on these vacations? 

MT: Whenever it was possible, yes. Or I would go and stay from two months, three months, I 

don’t remember exactly times and dates, but then they would join me when they had vacation 

they would come and they would come back, I would stay a little bit longer. So yeah, I was free 

to move and then do things on my own, and also have the kids with me and Antero with me 

whenever it was possible. Yeah, that was one positive thing – that I was able to see my friends 

and my family, and also to be with the family here, and also to be able to work! I was happy. 

AM: You had a little bit of everything! 

MT: Yes, yes. That was really nice. That worked out really well. That was for the three years. 

The first three years. 

AM: So at the end of that three year contract, what happened in between that contract and the 

two year contract that he has now? 

MT: Yes, in that time Laura had graduated from high school and went back to Finland to pursue 

her studies. My three-year permission from work had ended, and I had to go back or I would lose 

my job. Nikolas was doing, he was in high school and he was starting his senior year. So we had 

to think what to do next. Antero had the two-year contract, he had to stay. Nikolas could have 

gone – I had to go back to Finland otherwise I would lose my job, and I decided to do so. Also, 

because Laura had graduated and he was supposedly going to start her studies. So I was going to 

be with her to keep her company during her first year of university. That was one reason. In 

those three years Elina and Isabella had forgotten Finnish, very much of it. So I would take them 

with me, and they would go to school in Finland and they would remember and gain back their 

language. So we decided that I would go back to Finland to keep my job, keep company to 

Laura, the girls would recover their language, the Finnish language, and unfortunately Antero 

had to stay. We decided not to take Nikolas with us. Antero would have stayed alone, and 

Nikolas didn’t want to change schools in this last school year. So he would stay with Antero for 

the whole year. And that’s what we did. 

AM: And then you came back with the girls this year? 

MT: Yes, after one school year we came back to here. And Nikolas graduated. I came back for 

Nikolas’ graduation. Yeah, it was really nice. After one year – well it wasn’t one year, it was one 

school year, so that was nine months – I had to come back, and I told my boss it wasn’t good for 



our family to be apart, and I really wanted to come back for this last year. Unfortunately, they 

couldn’t give me another permission, so I had to quit. And I did. I quit. But I still have strong 

contacts and bonds to this work place. If we move back to Finland, I am pretty sure that I would 

go to the same work place. I think they would take me back. 

AM: Would you like to go back? 

MT: To Finland? Not really. Not really, but I wouldn’t want to, it’s not like my wish, but we 

have a good opportunities there. If we go back, I would work – I’m not working here – Antero 

would have his old job, no problem with that. Nikolas and Laura would study in Finland, and the 

girls would have good education. And we would be together. And work, and house, and a good 

life. But it is not a happy life. And we like it here. The kids like it here, but I’m not working. I 

don’t like being at home –  (change in tone) I enjoy, I have freedom and I don’t have any stress, 

no worries. But still, I would like to work. And Laura and Nikolas they are good going back to 

Finland for their studies. They probably will come back in the future to here. And the girls, they 

love it here. So they would like to stay, but they can not decide for themselves. So if we decide 

to go back, they would go with us. And everything would be good in Finland. So, yeah. We are 

open to see what comes up, and what we do in the future. But the option of going to Finland is 

not bad. (emphasis on bad) It’s a good option. But we like it here. But we’ll see. 

AM: (coughs) Excuse me. 

MT: It’s okay. 

AM: I want to be respectful of your time, so I just want to ask you a few more questions that are 

big questions, and they are pretty personal. So I’m curious – for you, what defines someone’s 

citizenship, or their nationality. Do you think its “Oh, I have a passport from this country, so I 

belong to them-” Or how does that work for you? 

MT: Well in that case, I think nationality or citizenship, it varies from person to person. I know 

people move somewhere and they feel so good in there that they adapt their new country as their 

own and they identify with that new place, and they even disregard their origin and their own 

nationality. I know people who do that. Personally, I am strongly Bolivian. Maybe because I had 

a happy life, beautiful memories, a beautiful childhood. I don’t know what – and I love my 

country. It’s beautiful. I see mostly the positive parts of my country, than the negative. There is 

poverty, there is political problems, corruption. It’s not a developed country. Everything. But I 

don’t see that much as I see the beautiful parts of Bolivia. So I am here, in Finland, and 

everywhere I am strongly Bolivian. I even have Finnish nationality. And I use that for all my 

travels because with a Finnish passport you easily everywhere. If I show my Bolivian passport, 

even coming here to the States, I have more scrutiny about things. But yes, I am definitely 

Bolivian, and strongly identify myself as Bolivian. 

AM: Do you have any- well you haven’t been in the United States very long, so I’m curious if 

you at all identify with like status of being an American, or like maybe your children do. (pause 

to let Martha think) I know that’s kind of two different questions. 



MT: Yeah. Ehhh. I identify strongly as Latino, in America. But luckily a Latino in a good 

position other than other types of Latino that have a really, really hard time – we were just 

discussing this topic with Laura the other day, yesterday. That [husband, Antero enters the room, 

whispers that he is going to pick up the twins, MT answers back okay, checks phone and time] 

life can be very difficult, very hard for Latinos if they don’t have the green card, if they don’t 

have a profession, if they don’t have a job. So it can be really hard. Luckily, I am not in that 

position. I am a Latino, but I have a safe life and things are easier for me in that sense. The twins 

are probably more- They like the country, and they are having this education as Americans. So 

they strongly feel about America as their own. For example, if you see a game – basketball game 

or competition – and there is America participating, and they would support America as if it was 

their own. They feel like that. I think they identify more, probably, strongly as American, 

although they are very conscious and they know that they are Finnish and Bolivian. They have 

two nationalities.  

AM: Very cool.  

MT: And the older ones, they know they are not American. They don’t think they are, they don’t 

try to be, and they don’t identify themselves as such. They are exactly that - hey are Bolivian and 

Finnish. Yeah, it’s a mix because everyone is in a different stage of life. So they know what they 

are, or – the little girls are the ones that are more, they have more or less grown becoming 

conscious of their life being here. (Husband, Antero, asks Martha to send Brian a text that he is 

coming to pick up the girls, Martha responds okay – long silence while Martha sends message) 

I’m sorry. 

AM: Oh no, that totally fine. You still have to live your life! (interviewer starts to interact with 

the dog, Topi) 

MT: Okay. Sorry. I was just texting Brian that Antero was going to pick the girls up. 

AM: Well this has been a wonderful conversation. I’ve learned so much! 

MT: Yeah, its interesting to speak about my own life. As I speak and I tell you things, I realize 

how exciting it has been, how many things I have done. I just did things like, I lived every day at 

the time I lived life as it came. I didn’t realize that all through the way I had done very big 

things, and interesting things. It was really nice to speak about it. I enjoyed being interviewed in 

this way. 

AM: Good! I’m glad. Well I’m going to turn the recording off. 


